
April 3, 2015 
 
The Honorable Rushern Baker III 
County Administration Bldg. 
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Dr. 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
 
Dear County Executive Baker,  
 
We are writing today to encourage your participation in the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Challenge for Safer People, Safer Streets. The initiative, launched this year by Secretary Foxx, is aimed at 
mayors and local elected leaders across the nation, and encourages jurisdictions to spend one year 
undertaking activities that will improve safety for all road users. 

 

Specifically, the Challenge for Safer People, Safer Streets asks that you participate by 

issuing a public statement about the importance of bicycle and pedestrian safety, and by 

taking action on the following items: 

 Take a Complete Streets approach through the adoption of a Complete Streets policy 

 Identify and address barriers to make streets safe and convenient for all road users, including 
people of all ages and abilities and those using assistive mobility devices 

 Gather and track biking and walking data 

 Use designs that are appropriate to the context of the street and its uses 

 Take advantage of opportunities to create and complete bicycle and pedestrian networks 
through maintenance 

 Improve walking and biking safety laws and regulations 

 Educate and enforce proper road use behavior by all 
 
While Prince George’s County has already made progress on a number of these efforts – adopting 
Complete Streets and Green Streets policies, for example – the challenge provides a simple roadmap for 
you to further these efforts and make our streets safer for our most vulnerable users.  
 
To learn more about the program and sign up, you can visit http://www.dot.gov/mayors-challenge. If 
you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact Justin John at justin.john@dot.gov or 
202-366-2413.  We look forward to working with you on this exciting program in the coming year.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matthew Colvin      Greg Billings 
Regional Policy Manager    Advocacy Coordinator 
Safe Routes to School National Partnership  Washington Area Bicycle Association 
 
Marisa C. Jones      Cheryl Cort 
Program Manager     Policy Director 
Institute for Public Health Innovation   Coalition for Smarter Growth 
 
Karren Pope Onwukwe     Zorayda Moreira-Smith 
Co-Chair      Senior Manager, Community Development 
Prince George’s Advocates     CASA de Maryland 
for Community-based Transit 
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